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Editorial
Don’t play Senate’s game

February 1, 2012

Our opinion: New Yorkers shouldn’t go along with a rigged redistricting process. They should demand that lawmakers honor their word to make it fair and independent.

Arguing about the boundaries of a new state Senate district and the finer points of redistricting theory, like whether the city of Albany has more in common with Troy than Westerlo, is missing the point: We should not be having this discussion at all.

We should be insisting, over and over, that Senate Republicans answer the real question here: What happened to the independent redistricting process that they promised?

That’s a question they’d like to dodge, because there is only one true answer: Majority Leader Dean Skelos and his members broke their word. And now they’re trying to impose a whole new Senate district on New York in order to preserve, if not expand, their tenuous majority.

This entire exercise — this once-in-a-decade chance we get to renew both the structure and spirit of representative democracy — has been hijacked by a group of senators for the purpose of keeping themselves in power.

New Yorkers shouldn’t be politely discussing lines on a map. Regardless of political party, they should be seething at the dishonesty and corruption that’s happening right in their face.

And they should not let the Senate Republicans, nor their quiet co-conspirators, the Assembly Democrats, turn the spotlight away from the real issue.

Yes, there are interesting questions to debate here. Is the state constitution is outdated?

Have some of its legal requirements, like a prohibition on dividing counties, become artificial constraints? Do county lines today still reflect a commonality of interests? Would a district composed of, say, the river communities of Albany, Menands, Watervliet, Cohoes, Rensselaer, Green Island and Troy form a more cohesive district with common interests among its constituents?

Perhaps so. But if bringing river communities into one district is as important as Senate Republicans want us to believe, it can just as easily be done in the 62-seat Senate we have now as the 63-seat one that Republicans want to force on the rest of New York, with all the more costs and political mouths to feed.

As for changing the constitution, that’s not the Legislature’s place. That’s the job of the people — to write the rules that the government that serves them lives by.

Mr. Skelos and company would prefer, of course, to set their own rules, just as they’d like change the terms of the promise they so publicly made two years ago to promote a fair, independent redistricting process — a vow they broke just as soon as they got re-elected.

Now that the proposed redistricting maps are out, New Yorkers have an opportunity to send a message during the public comment period.

They should refuse to play the Senate’s game. They should tell it, over and over, to keep its word, or face the consequences in November, when no amount of gerrymandering may save them.
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